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AP School is designated for children with
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A highly inclusive and individualised curriculum
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Brand-new facilities and state-of-the-art equipment at AP School,
to provide students comprehensive functionality for learning.

ASD.

Since 2007, Autism Partnership Foundation (APF) has carried out school
services to meet the learning needs of children with Autism Spectrum
Disorder (ASD), and to assist them in their studies by using Applied
Behaviour Analysis (ABA) approach. In order to provide appropriate and
high-quality education services, we have expanded our service scale and
established AP School, a self-financed elementary school registered under
the Education Bureau for children with ASD.

The Principal of AP school,
Ms. Abbie Chan, shared
the belief, “We believe
that children with ASD can
reach their fullest potential
through effective teaching
methods, like AP Method.”
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Ms, Abbie Chan, the Principal, believes that children
with ASD can utilise their potential through effective
teaching methods.

The curriculum of AP school is
student-oriented. Our clinical
team assesses every student
admitted to the school and
designs a personalised study plan in accordance with their abilities. Beside
ordinary academic subjects, an autism-specific curriculum, such as behaviour
& emotional regulation, communication skills, social skills, self-help skills
etc., is also included in their learning objectives. “It is vital for students to
apply knowledge and skills flexibly in their daily lives,” said Abbie. However,
most of the students with ASD encounter difficulties in generalising and
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Provide academic studies and autism-specific curriculum.

applying techniques in real practice. In this regard, AP School focuses
on the curriculum design for enhancing students’ ability to generalisation.
For instance, once students have learnt the concept of money in a Mathematics
lesson, they will be guided to adopt it in a simulated environment set up
in a classroom, and then to visit the community for real practice. We also
arrange different community activities for students every month to broaden
their horizons, and to facilitate them to generalise their skills.

AP School caters both Cantonese and English-speaking students and runs
in small classes with approximately eight to ten students in each class,
with a high teacher-student ratio of 1:2. With such a ratio, study groups
with different number of students can be formed flexibly according to their
mastery of knowledge to provide proper and sufficient support. Abbie also
shared some examples—students who do not have a good command of
Mathematics will be assigned in pairs, while grouping students who are
ready to study in mainstream schools in a larger class as conformation.
The teaching team will also assist other students to further prepare for
transferring to mainstream schools. Abbie added that studying in large
groups requires extra concentration since there are more distractions
compared with small groups, "Beside concentrating in class and regulating
their behaviours and emotions, students should be independent, equip
with self-help and problem-solving skills to handle school affairs. Living in
peer groups, social skills play an important role as well.” Therefore, setting
all-rounded and highly individualised learning goals for students with ASD
can effectively enhance their learning skills and explore their potential
while leading them to seek their interests.

In addition, Abbie made expectant remarks to students, “May all of the
students take the initiative to learn, the flexibility to apply, the skills
to communicate, the courage to try, and the faith to integrate into the
community. I sincerely hope that all students will learn proactively and
apply the skills they learnt to daily practices. I expect
them to overcome their communication difficulties, enjoy
social relationship, willing to try new things courageously,
break through limitations, integrate into society, live an
independent and fruitful life.”
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Extra-curricular activities and game time enable students to
learn through entertainment.
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APM allows students with ASD to learn effectively
under a natural environment.

Our Teaching Approach— AP Method
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APF was founded by Dr. Ronald Leaf, Dr. John McEachin and Mr. Toby Mountjoy. Since 1970, Dr. Leaf
and Dr. McEachin have started their research on ASD, and conducted the “UCLA Young Autism Project”.
In 1994, they established Autism Partnership (AP) in the United States, which is one of the pioneering
organisations that provide ABA treatment for children with ASD. Based on years of clinical experience,
AP has developed a unique treatment method —Autism Partnership Method (APM). It is a holistic and
highly personalised teaching approach for children with ASD, systematic yet flexible, with a focus on
“in-the-moment analysis” and “clinical judgement”. It provides a child-friendly, inclusive, and highly
individualised teaching model of intensive intervention for children with ASD. AP school also adopts
APM to help students learn effectively and naturally.
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The high teacher-student ratic of 1:2
can cater the needs of each student.
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I am proud when I am writing this piece of sharing...

Starting from 2007, APF has been providing
educational services by diversified approaches at
different locations. The establishment of AP School
in Kowloon Bay in summer 2022 is definitely a
significant milestone to our Organisation, it also
marks our further commitment in serving children
with ASD at their time studying in this brand-new
primary school. I believe students of AP School would
have lots of happy and memorable moments there.
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“Setting up of AP School” is not a smooth project — uncertainties brought by
waves of COVID-19 are definitely out of our control while limited timeframe
is another big challenge. This amazing output can be successfully created in
eight months is a miracle brought by all devoted parties. I must thank you
for the support from partners who have made valuable contributions to our new
school, we cannot make this project done on time without their efforts. My sincere
Thank You also goes to our management & marketing staff, school administration
& clinical teams and all other supporting colleagues. I can see a strong team
spirit in previous months which are also priceless - let’s keep it on!

B ARER
Founder and Chairperson

Toby Mountjoy
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Playing is important to children. When the pandemic was eased in May, Merlin’s Magic Wand sponsored our
children and parents to visit the LEGOLAND® Discovery Centre Hong Kong and seize the opportunity to have
fun. On that day, it was "Star Wars Day”, there were a number of Star Wars characters showing up and
attracting children to take photos together. The facilities and themed play areas provided both physical
and sedentary activities. “"The City Soft Play” allowed children to run, jump and chase each other. There were
also themed areas for children to build blocks. Dreamers became makers! No wonder they wanted to play
more when they were about to leave.
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APF joined “Ocean Park Fun Day for Low-income
Families, Disabled Persons and Senior Citizens”
which offered free tickets for our beneficiaries
to visit the Ocean Park on 11" June. Although
the weather was not as good as expected, it did
not affect children and parents from having fun.
Everyone was well prepared early in the morning
and looked forward to the journey. Fortunately,
the weather was then stable, and they all had a
great day!
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APF understands that parents taking care of children with ASD in the pandemic is
not easy. In consideration of this, APF launched the “"Healthy Learning at Home"”
programme from April to May. It included individual and group training for
parents, and online problem-solving sessions to support parents facing different
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Parents took turns to share how they
applied the skills they learnt in daily lives
. and made progress for their children.

challenges. The individual training focused on understanding child’s individual learning difficulties and
needs, and setting appropriate goals. Our therapists also helped equip parents with knowledge and skills
to improve their children’s conditions at home. Through regular meetings and under the guidance of
therapists, parents have learnt some effective training methods and were happy to see improvement in

their children.

Besides, our therapist introduced ABA knowledge in the group training, and also encouraged parents to
share their difficulties during the pandemic, so as to facilitate the parents to establish a mutual-support

network among themselves. The programme received positive feedback. We
supporting children and parents through different programmes.
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are going to continue
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APF strives to use different means to assist parents to learn
effective training methods. Thanks to The Hong Kong Jockey Club
Charities Trust for offering the *COVID-19 Emergency Fund Phase
I1", we were able to produce eight training videos in June and July.
Our dedicated therapists demonstrated how to enhance children’s
different abilities and improve their behaviours.

APFEramazs

Topics included: eating habits, spontaneous communication,
language, toilet training, following instructions, tolerance and
doing homework. Full versions have been uploaded to APF’s
YouTube channel.
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We believe that parents can learn effective training methods
after watching the videos, so that children can continue to
improve during the pandemic.
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We once again arranged an outdoor excursion for the Aspirers in June, allowing them to get familiar with
the outside world and feel the amazing power of nature. A group of more than 20 climbed up the Lion Rock.
Under the accompany of therapists, our Aspirers finished the stairs one after another with their utmost
best. The weather was scorching hot that day, but it did not affect their determination to overcome the
rugged mountain road hand in hand. The successful challenge of the Lion Rock fuelled all Aspirers with
strengths, and they also created beautiful memories together!
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